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Infocomm Development
Authority of Singapore
Staying Connected

No matter where you live in the world, you
often have to provide the same information
over and over to various government agencies
that don't communicate with one another.

The Singapore Government Web Services
Exchange has solved that problem, allowing
agencies to share information with each other
in real time. Citizens don't need to provide
the same information to different government
agencies, while businesses benefit from much
faster dealings with the government. The
exchange was launched in October 2005.
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Intel Corp.
Crossing the Digital Divide

Digital services are now coming to rural areas
of India by way of Intel’s Community PC, a
rugged computer built to withstand dust, heat,
humidity and power outages. Community PCs
are placed in Internet kiosks in rural villages,
allowing people to take advantage of Internet
services such as online bill payments, delivery
of birth and marriage certificates, and access
to agricultural prices and information. The
Community PC not only improves services

for villagers but also creates entrepreneurial
opportunities for kiosk owners and operators.
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Motorola Inc.
Talk to Me

Motorola’s Bilingual Talking Dictionary is the
first dual-language “talking” dictionary in a
mobile handset. It features a look-up function
where a word can be entered in one language
and the technology responds back with the
definition and pronunciation in the other
language. So far, Motorola has been able

to index 33,000 English words and 60,000
Chinese characters. The talking dictionary is

featured on Motorola’s popular MOTOMING

handset, which was introduced in April.

Indeed, the dictionary has become a major
selling point for the MOTOMING.
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Prem Singh Saini
Lights Out

Prem Singh Saini is a prolific young inventor
from Harayana state in India. He has
developed a switch that uses mobile-phone
signals to turn electricity off and on. The goal:
to deter theft of electricity along transmission
lines, a problem in some rural parts of India.
That should help control the ever-rising
electricity bills for authorized users. The switch
is also useful for workers performing repairs
on the transmission lines because the workers
themselves can control the power supply. That,
inturn, eliminates the possibility of accidents
involving repair to power lines.
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Suntech Power Co.
More Power, Less Cost

Suntech says its solar-cell technology can
convert sunlight into electricity more efficiently
and at lower cost than other companies using
the same type of materials. The solar cells can
be made using solar-grade silicon material,
which is more abundant and cheaper to
produce than other forms of high-grade
silicon. Moreover, Suntech is producing

solar cells using thinner solar wafers. While
reducing the thickness of a wafer can lead

to an increase in broken waters, Suntech is
achieving breakage rates below 2%.
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